
2020-2021 Calgary Changemaker School Forest School Program 

A signed physical/paper copy of this form must be returned no later than November 1st for student 
participation in the Calgary Changemaker School Off-Site Forest Program. Students who do not have a 
signed form on file will stay on-site at the school with a supervising teacher. Parents may opt their child 
out of the off-site program at any time by contacting the school. 

This year, our Forest School Program will take place in Bragg Creek Provincial Park. Parents will be 
notified and provided with as much detail as possible if there needed to be a change in location due to 
safety concerns or unforeseen circumstances. 

Although we do everything we can to prevent injury, Forest School carries with it a certain level of risk. 
Outdoor programs in a natural environment are not always predictable. There is a greater risk of injury in 
off-site programs that include, but are not limited to, cuts, scrapes, bruises, insect bites, poisonous plants, 
wildlife encounters as well as more serious injuries.

Before students enter the Forest School site, staff members conduct a site safety and hazard check and a 
risk-benefit assessment for activities that students may be interested in pursuing. We also have low child-
adult ratio and ensure that there is always at least one adult with up-to-date first aid certification on site. 

At Forest School we encourage students to take supported risks. In this way, they learn how to manage 
risk in a responsible manner. However, there are times that the risks outweigh the benefits and learning 
opportunities at which point the staff member will remove the hazard, close off a certain area to students 
or prohibit an activity. 

Special activities such as fires in designated fire pits and/or tool use will only be permitted after proper 
instruction and when staff members believe the group is ready. It is expected that students will listen to 
staff members and adult volunteers and will follow all safety instructions. Students who are unable to 
follow safety instructions or who exhibit inappropriate behaviours that put themselves or others at greater 
risk off-site will not be permitted to attend future off-site trips. 

2020-2021 Calgary Changemaker School Forest School Program 

I __________________________ (parent full name) grant permission for all of the students named below 
to participate in all off-site Forest School programs for the 2020-2021 school year:

1) ____________________________

2) ____________________________

I understand that by signing this document I hereby release the Calgary Changemaker School and 
the Calgary Changemakers in Education Society from any and all liability associated with the Forest 
School program.
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I have provided the Calgary Changemaker School with up to date medical information and have 
provided the school with all relevant medications and instructions. 

I understand that it is my responsibility to ensure that my children are dressed properly for the 
expected weather conditions and potential weather conditions as indicated on Springbank and/or 
Bragg Creek weather reports. I understand that the participant may be required to stay at the school 
and not participate in off-site programs if they are not clothed properly for the conditions.

I understand that participation in Forest School activities can expose the named student to additional 
risks outside of regular school risks and could result in possible injuries which may include bumps, 
bruises, cuts, strains, sprains, concussions, broken bones, stings, bites, poisonous plants, wildlife 
encounters and other possible trauma. 

I understand that an open fire in a designated fire pit is a potential activity at Forest School when 
students are closely supervised. I understand that there are risks involved in this activity and that the 
safety rules will be explained to students in advance and that students will only be permitted to 
participate if the teachers deem that the student is well prepared.

I understand that there will always be at least one qualified certified First Aider on site and I grant 
permission for them to treat the above named participant in the event of an injury.

I recognize that Calgary Changemaker School reserves the right to shorten the duration of, postpone 
or cancel off-site programs due to unsafe conditions or other unforeseen circumstances.           

While participating in the Calgary Changemaker School off-site Forest School program, I understand 
that the named student(s) will be required to listen and follow instructions. If a staff member feels that 
the student is unable to follow instructions and/or is otherwise a safety risk to themselves or others, 
the student will no longer be allowed to participate in the off-site Forest School program and will 
remain at school with a teacher/supervisor. 

I understand that it will be up to the Calgary Changemaker School teaching team and Head 
of School to decide if or when a student or a group of students are ready to safely participate 
in off-site programs. I understand that there will be no fee changes or refunds based on these 
decisions. 

 I authorize Calgary Changemaker School to transport my child by school bus to Bragg Creek for 
off-site Forest School programs.  

OR I will assume responsibility for transporting my child to and from the program at the times 
specified.

I acknowledge that I have read and fully understand this agreement, and accept the risks involved 
with the above named student’s engagement in these activities at Calgary Changemaker School Off-
Site Forest School Program for the 2020-2021 school year.

Parent Full Name (print): _____________________________________

Parent Signature: ________________________________  Date: ______________________
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